
 

Rio Mesa Banding Station 
Spring 2025 

 

May 4th-May 12th 
Weekly Summary 

We had high hopes for the beginning of May, but our capture rates were 
unusually low this week and we had three of our slowest days yet. We did 
have three days in a row with stormy afternoons and rain overnight. We were 
hoping the stormy weather would force migrating birds to land and refuel at 
our site, but the birds had other plans. There was a high amount of diversity 
among the birds we did catch and we’re starting to see new birds around the 
property. Hopefully next week will be the week we start to see the volume of 
birds increase.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday May 4th 

Opening/Closing Temp: 64.8°/75.2° 

Hours Station Operated: 4.75 

Number of birds banded: 1 

Number of species: 1 

Species Banded: Gambel’s White-crowned 
Sparrow  

Notes: Strong winds forced us to close about half 
of the nets shortly after we opened, as well as 
close the station early. We managed to catch one 
bird in the opening round which ended up being 
the only bird we caught for the day.  

Pictured: Gambel’s White-crowned Sparrow (top) 

Mountain White-crowned Sparrow (bottom) 

eBird Checklist 

 

 

 

 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S233999369


Monday May 5th 

Opening/Closing Temp: 51.9°/65.6° 

Hours Station Operated: 6 

Number of birds banded: 4 

Number of recaptures: 2 

Number of species: 4 

Species Banded: Green-tailed Towhee (2), and 1 
each of Lazuli Bunting and Gambel’s 
White-crowned Sparrow 

Recaptured Species: House Finch, Gambel’s 
White-crowned Sparrow 

Notes: Overnight storms turned into a cooler 
morning for us, that was a little slower than we 
expected. We did capture two new species for the 
season. One of those, the House Finch, we hear 
every day so it was nice to finally catch one. 

Pictured: House Finch 

eBird Checklist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S233995849


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday May 6th 

Opening/Closing Temp: 42.4°/66.4° 

Hours Station Operated: 6 

Number of birds banded: 4 

Number of recaptures: 4 

Number of species: 8 

Species Banded: Wilson’s Warbler, Plumbeous 
Vireo, House Finch, and American Robin 

Recaptured Species: Lucy’s Warbler, Lazuli 
Bunting, Song Sparrow, Orange-crowned Warbler 

Notes: Another cool day after an overnight storm. 
Bird activity picked up a little and each bird we 
caught was a different species. We added three 
new species to our season total.      

Pictured: Plumbeous Vireo (top) 

Wilson’s Warbler (middle) 

 (bottom) 

eBird Checklist 

 

 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S233993896


 

 
 

Wednesday May 7th 

Opening/Closing Temp: 45.4°/67.0° 

Hours Station Operated: 6 

Number of birds banded: 3 

Number of recaptures: 2 

Number of species: 3 

Species Banded: Pine Siskin (3) 

Recaptured Species: Gambel’s White-crowned 
Sparrow (1) and Spotted Towhee (1) 

Notes: Our capture rates were a little lower despite 
the beautiful weather. During the down time in 
between rounds, we enjoyed watching a flock of 
Pine Siskins tearing through the cottonwood buds 
above net 16. We were delighted to find a couple 
in the net after the next round. We were able to 
release them together and they flew up to the 
same branch! 

Pictured: Pine Siskin 

eBird Checklist 

 

 

 

 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S238439404


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Thursday May 8th 

Opening/Closing Temp: 48.7°/73.2° 

Hours Station Operated: 6 

Number of birds banded: 0 

Number of recaptures: 0 

Notes: Our first day this season with 0 birds. 
Conditions were good for banding, but for some 
reason we did not capture any birds. We did spot a 
couple of new species hanging around the station, 
a Black Phoebe and Lesser Goldfinches. 

eBird Checklist 

 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S238439094


 

 
 

Friday May 9th 

Opening/Closing Temp: 53.7°/79.9° 

Hours Station Operated: 6 

Number of birds banded: 2 

Number of Species: 2 

Species Banded: Virginia’s Warbler and Song 
Sparrow 

Notes: Another day with really low capture rates, 
but at least we banded 2 birds! The flocks of 
goldfinches were flying between the cottonwoods 
again but did not manage to find their way into 
the nets. 

Pictured: Virginia’s Warbler 

eBird Checklist 

 

 

 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S238439406


Monday May 12th 

Opening/Closing Temp: 57.5°/86.9° 

Hours Station Operated: 5.75 

Number of birds banded: 9 

Number of species: 8 

Species Banded: Wilson’s Warbler (2), 1 each of 
Mountain White-crowned Sparrow, Hermit Thrush, 
Gray Flycatcher, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Virginia’s 
Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, and Ash-throated 
Flycatcher  

Notes: After the weekend off, we were back at the 
station. While we did have to deal with very hot 
temperatures, we did have a better day than at 
the end of last week. A highlight of the day was 
finally catching a Yellow-breasted Chat after 
hearing one calling nearly every single day.  

Pictured: Ash-throated Flycatcher (top) 

Yellow-breasted Chat (bottom) 

eBird Checklist 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Summary Table for 5/4 - 5/12 

https://ebird.org/checklist/S238437354


 

New  Recaptures  Unbanded  

PISI 3 GWCS 2   

WIWA 3 HOFI 1   

GTTO 2 LAZB 1   

GWCS 2 LUWA 1   

VIWA 2 OCWA 1   

AMRO 1 SOSP 1   

ATFL 1 SPTO 1   

BGGN 1     

GRFL 1     

HETH 1     

HOFI 1     

LAZB 1     

MWCS 1     

PLVI 1     

SOSP 1     

YBCH 1     

      

      

Total 23  8  0 

 
 

Totals for the season  

New Birds  105 

Recap 28 

Unbanded 3 

Number of Species 34 (+1 recap only, +1 



unbanded only) 
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